TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
AMBLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentleman, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of  Local 
Government  and  Planning  Circulars. 

General  Statistics 

Area:  1220  acres  of  land  and  inland  water 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  1,477 

Rateable  vaLue:  £22,024 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate:  £89  Os.  Od. 

Population:  4,799 


Births 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  - 

Legitimate  - 

6.7 

3^ 

31 

Illegitimate  - 

4 

2 

2 

71 

28 

33 

(Rate 

per  1,000 

popul 

ation  15.OO) 

Still  Births 

- Legitimate  - 

I 

— 

I 

Illegitimate  - 

- 

- 

- 

I 

. - 

I 

Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  after 
allowing  for  transferable  deaths  was  46. 

Deaths  occurred  throughout  the  year  as  follows:- 


Transferable  Transferable 


January  4 - July  2 3 

February  2 I August  3 I 

March  3 I September  4 — 

April  3 - October  3 2 

May  2 I November  4 I 

June  5 - December  I - 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follows:- 

Stillbirths  I 

Under  I year  ..  ..  I 

1 and  under  2 years ~ 

2 and  under  5 years  . ..  ..  ..  I 

5 and  under  15  years  - 

15  and  under  25  years  - 

25  and  under  A5  years  I 

45  and  under  05  years  Io 

05  years  and  upward 27 
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Infant  Mortality 


There  was  I death,  male  infant  under  one  year  old,  with  a 
death  rate  of  14.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  cause  of  doath  was •- 

(I)  10  minutes  asphyxia. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute  polyomolytis 
Whooping  cough 
Tuberculosis 


Oases  Admitted  Deaths 

Notified  to  Hospital 

I ~ 

57  - 

15  - 

I 


During  the  year,  seven  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis have  been  notified  and  there  has  been  no  deaths. 

One  case  of  tubercular  meningites  was  notified,  admitted 
to  hospital,  died. 

New  cases  and  mortality  according  to  age:- 

New  cases  Deaths 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


Up 

tp  5 

years 

— 

-* 

— 

- 

5 

to  15 

years 

— 

— 

— >• 

15 

to  25 

years 

— 

3 

- 

- 

25 

to  35 

years 

I 

— 

- 

35 

to  45 

years 

— 

— 

— 

-* 

45 

years 

and  upward 

3 

- 

Smallpox 

No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regula- 
tions, 1917. 

Veneral  Disease 


So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  veneral  disease  is  rare 
in  this  area;  no  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Health 
Authorities.  There  is  one  health  visitor  and  also  one  District 
Nurse  who  attends  all  maternity  cases. 

Immunisations 

Eighty  immunisations  against  Diphtheria  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  together  with  sixty-eight  boosting  doses. 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 


Water  Analysis  of  Sample  taken  from  Hazon 
Lea  Spring  before  Chlorination,  25th  November, 

1952' 


Chemical  Results: 


Farts  per  100,000 


Total  solids  dried  at  l8o°C. 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

Free  ammonia 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  8o°F. ) 

Total  Hardness 

Permanent  hardness 

Temporary  hardness 

Lead  and  Copper 

Iron 

Appearance  and  Colour 
Smell  and  Taste 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 
Report 


29.0 

2.31 

0.020 

0.003 

trace 

0.050 

21.5 

None 

21.5 

None 

0.02 

Exceedingly  pale  yellow  & 
slightly  cloudy. 
Satisfactory 
See  report 


This  sample  of  water  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  purity, 
despite  the  somewhat  high  free  amonia.  Microscopical  examination  show 
the  presence  of  iron  oxide  and  some  vegetable  debris  but  no  life  is 
detected. 


The  hardness  consists  entirely  of  permanent  hardness,  there 
is,  in  fact,  some  slight  excess  alkalinity,  to  the  extent  of  0.5  part 
per  100,000  of  sodium  carbonate. 


I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  drinking 

and  domestic  use. 

Water  Analysis  of  Sample  taken  from  Morwlck 
Borehole  before  Chlorination,  25th  November,  1952* 

Chemical  Results 

Parts  per  100,000 

36.0 
4.97 
0.021 
0.002 
0.040 
trace 

24.5 

0.5  Si 

24.0  = 

None  = 

0.03 

Pale  yellow  & cloudy. 
Satisfactory. 

See  report. 

6.8 


Total  solids  dried  at  l8o°C. 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

Free  ammonia 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

Nitrogen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  8o°F, ) 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Total  hardness 

Permanent  hardness 

Temporary  hardness 

Lead  and  Copper 

Iron 

Appearance  and  Colour 
Smell  and  taste 

Mioroscopical  examination  of  deposit 
pH  value 
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Report 

This  sample  of  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity, 
the  somewhat  high  free  ammonia  and  low  nitrate  content  being 
characteristic  of  many  well  waters. 

The  water  is  somewhat  cloudy  due  to  the  presence  of  iron 
oxide,  some  decayed  vegetable  matter  is  also  seen  on  microscopic 
examination  but  no  life  is  detected. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  use,  but,  if  possible,  if  should  be  filtered 
to  eliminate  the  suspended  matter. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 

Thirteen  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  have 
been  made  throughout  the  year,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


SHIPPING-  REPORT 


I.  Staff. 
TABLE  A. 


“1 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
appointment 

i 

Date  of  jQualificat- 

appointrnenti  ions 

t 

Any  other  appointments 
held 

‘A. W.  Charity 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Jan.  1949  ! R. S.I.  & 

: S.  I . E.  J.  B. 
Cert. 

Surveyor 

Address  and  Telephone  number  P,  Emmerson. 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Alnmouth  396. 


II.  Amount  of  shipping  entering 
the  district  during  the  year 

TABLE  B , 


Ships  from 

1 

Number : 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

No.  of  ships 

i 

3y  the  Medical  By  the 

reported  as 

! 

Officer  of 

Sanitary 

having  or  had 

{Health. 

Inspector. 

during  the  voj 

1 

! 

j 

i 

age, inf ectious 
disease  on  bOE 

Foreign 

16  ! 

5,584 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Coastwise 

463 

130, 6b7  1 

Nil 

150  . . 

Nil 

Total 

479  1 

WBfg5l  J 

Nil 

,154 

Nil 

III.  Character  of  shipping  and  trade 
during  the  year 


Passenger 


Traffic 


J Number 
| Number 


TABLE  C. 

of  passengers  Inwards 
of  passengers  outwards 


Nil 

Nil 


j 1 
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Ill .  Character  of  shipping  and  trade 
during  the  year 
(continued) 

Cargo  Traffic  Principal  imports  - Nil 

Principal  exports  - Coal 


Principal  Ports  from 

which  ships  arrive  Aberdeen,  London,  Newcastle  and  mainly  British  Ports. 


IV.  Inland  barge  traffic 
There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic. 

V.  Water  supply 

The  Council  as  the  water  undertakers,  supply  both  the  port 
and  shipping  from  town  mains.  The  water  is  sold  to  the  Harbour 
Commissioners  who  are  responsible  for  supplying  the  ships.  Supply 
is  carried  out  by  means  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes.  The  hosepipes 
are  kept  in  the  stores  belonging  to  the  Harbour  Commissioners  and 
flushed  before  being  used.  There  are  no  water  boats. 

VI .  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations 

The  Harbour  Master  deals  with  declarations  of  health, 
which  are  received  and  dealt  with  in  the  Council  Offices. 

Should  any  infectious  disease  exist  on  board,  the  ship 
is  moored  to  the  West  Jetty,  and  quarantined  until  the  appropriate 
steps  are  taken. 


Hospital  accommodation  for  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever, 
Smallpox  and  other  infectious  diseases  is  available  by  arrangement 
with  the  Joint  Hospital  .Board,  and  supervision  of  contacts  is  under- 
taken by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

VII.  Smallpox 

(1)  Cases  of  smallpox  would  be  sent  to  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

(2)  Transport  would  bo  by  ambulance,  from  the  Northumberland  County 
Council  Ambulance  Service. 

(3)  Laboratory  facilities  at  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle. 

VIII.  Venereal  Disease 

(a)  Available  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
diseases  at 

G-eneral  Hospital  - Newcastle  on  Tyne. 

Preston  — North  Shields. 

22,  Stanly  Street  - Blyth. 

(b)  Notices  are  exhibited  in  the  Public  Conveniences  on  the  Dock  and 
in  the  town. 


IX.  Cases  of  Notifiable  and  other 
Infectious  diseases 


No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  as  having 
occurred  on  vessels  during  the  voyage. 

X.  Observations  on  occurrenco  of  malaria 

No  cases  of  malaria  have  been  reported. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28803887 


XI.  Measures  against  ships  suspected 
of  infection  with  plague 

No  cases  of  suspected  plague  have  been  reported. 

XII.  Measures  against  Rodents 

Vessels  inspected  showed  little  or  no  si  gns  of  rodent 
infestation. 

Arrangements  available  for  deratting  arc  traps  or 

poisoning. 

No  rats  were  destroyed  on  ships  from  foreign  ports. 
The  authority  is  not  an  "Approved"  port  for  the  issue 
of  derattesation  certificates. 

XIII,  Inspection  of  Ships 

No  nuisances  were  found  in  vessels  inspected. 

XV.  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 

The  port  is  not  approved  for  the  landing  of  Aliens. 

XVI.  Miscellaneous 

The  Council  own  a mortuary  which  could  be  utilised  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  interment  of  the  dead. 

Health  of  the  Township 

The  satisfactory  health  of  the  township  has  been  main- 
tained during  the  past  year. 

The  health  and  water  services  have  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  shown  to  me  whilst 
acting  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


P.  EMMERSON. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  on  the  SAUITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
for  the  year  I951 2- 


Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  and  trade  refuse  has 
been  carried  out  in  a systematic  regular  manner  throughout  the 

year. 

Disposed  of  Refuse 


All  refuse  is  tipped  on  controlled  lines,  two  tips  in 
the  town  being  in  use.  The  quarry  tip  in  Winter  time  and  the 
Braid  tip  in  the  Summer. 

Street  Cleansing 


The  work  of  street  cleansing  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  all  street  gullies  are  periodically 

cleansed. 


Retail  Purveyor  of  Milk 

The  number  of  registered  persons  in  the  district  is 

three. 

There  are  two  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  milk,  one  in  respect  of  T. T.  Milk,  and  the  other 
Pasteuri sed. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  was  constant  and  ample  supplies  were  avail- 
able for  both  domestic  and  industrial  purposes  during  the  year. 


Improvement 


Links  To  Morwick  Main  - delivery  of  materials  for  the 
scheme  are  coming  through  slox^ly. 

R.A.F.  Main  - it  is  anticipated  that  delivery  of  materials 
for  this  scheme  will  be  completed  and  the  work  put  in  hand  by  the 

end  of  1953. 


HOUSING 


Houses  completed  during  year 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

Permanent 

Temporary 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or 

Persons 

Permanent 

Temporary 


With  State  Unaided  Total 

Assistance 


18  - 18 


5 5 


I . Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  year 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ..  ..  ..  ..  399 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  nil 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  (continued) 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ,,  ..  399 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Auth- 
ority or  its  officers  ..  ..  . . ..  399 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9*10  and  I 6 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(a)  by  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  ..  ..  ..  ##  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  by  owners  ••  . . ..  ..  . . ail 

(y\  v,,r  Tpo.ni  Authority  in  default  of  owners  , „ nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  IX  and  12  of  Housing 

Act",  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  , . ..  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

persuance  of  demolition  orders  . . . . . . nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not 

demolished  (Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3)  • • ••  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 « 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit  ..  . . ..  ..  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ..  nil 

4.  Number  of  Houses  Permanently  discon cinued  as 

Dwellings  and  not  included  above  ..  ..  , „ I 
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Housing  Act,  1949  (Section  20) 


(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  applications  for  grant  have  been 

received  . . . . . . . , . . I 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  applications  for  grant  have  been 

approved  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  I 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED 


After 


After 


Sanitary  Conveniences 

Privies  and  ashpits  abolished 
Privies  and  ashpits  repaired 
Water  closets  provided 
Number  of  above  for  which  grant 
was  given  (P.H.A.  I937.Sec.47) 
Sanitary  bins  provided 
Sanitary  bins  renewed 

Drainage 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Old  gullies  replaced 
Scullery  sinks  provided 
Scullery  waste  pipes  repaired 
Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

Water  Supply 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued 
Number  of  houses  affected 

New  services  provided: 

(a)  by  Local  Authority 


Letter  Formal  Notice 

7 

7 

7 

7 

12 


33 

2 

8 


mi 

nil 


Total 


7 

7 

7 

7 

12 


33 

2 

8 


Number  of  houses  affected  - 21 
(b)  by  Private  Owner 

Number  of  houses  affected  - 5 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by: 

(a)  internal  tap  - 143° 

(b)  standpipes  in  yard  ~ 69 

Food  Inspection 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned:- 

Pork  22  lbs 

Poultry  20  lbs 

Fish  56  lbs 

Meat  products  80  lbs 

Assorted 
tinned  foods  355 

Rodent  Control 

Number  of  properties  inspected  during  the  year  . * 151 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  with  rats  47 

Number  of  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  ..  45 
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Sewer  treatment  w as  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fish.er.ies.  Slight 
traces  of  infestation  only  were  found. 

Record  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Housing 

399 

Drainage 

34 

Water  Supply 

13 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

26 

Shops 

51 

Food  Premises 

28 

Factories 

21 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

i6o 

Refuse  Collection 

13 

Dairies 

4 

Rodent  Control 

30 
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